Haldane PTA
November 17th, 2011
Public Meeting 3:30 PM
In attendance: Laura Danilov (President), Evelyn Carr-White (EVP), Heather Schroder (MVP), Beth Edelson (Corr. Secretary), Dr. Mark Villanti (Superintendent), Brent Harrington (ES & MS Principal), Scott Many (HS/MS Social Worker), Thomas Benjamin, Christine Caballero, Noah Enelow, Karen Kapoor, Betsy Matos-Carone, Santa Warren, Linda Bolte, Larissa Miller
____________________________________________________________________________________
Prinicipal Harrington announced that band instructor Ms. Contini’s son has recently passed away. He will circulate information on funeral services. The sympathies of the PTA are with Ms. Contini and her family.
President Danilov opened the meeting by reading the PTA mission. The minutes from the September and October meetings were adopted. Reflections deadline is this Friday 11/18, and some submissions have already been received.
Pres. Danilov reported on finances. Approx. $1700 was raised by the recent coupon book fundraiser, with thanks to Karen Kapoor and Pam Gunther for their work on this effort. The remaining fundraising goal for this year is $4,000. Enrichment’s fall session ran a $250 deficit.
ADDRESS BY ADMINISTRATION & STAFF
Dr. Mark Villanti:
· Thanked LD and HS for moderating last week’s Bullying Prevention Panel.
· Conservation/EPC projects are now beginning: LED lighting will be installed in cafeteria, and a new boiler will be installed. Dr. V. also addressed the recent Journal News article re: unsatisfactory conditions region’s school buildings. He explained the ratings system and characterized the story as misleading, assuring parents that this school is safe. 
· The employment contract with teachers was just settled at the recent board meeting, and the agreement will be posted publicly within a few days.
· Performance of “Heaven Can Wait” by drama students is coming up, and the girls’ basketball team will offer a spaghetti dinner beforehand to raise team funds.
· School calendar: One day was lost as a result of power outages at the end of October. The calendar for 2012-2013 is in development and administration is working with BOCES. Tentatively, school will begin 9/3. February 2013 break will be 2 days, in concert with BOCES calendar. [This schedule must still be approved by BOE.]
· Field Study: Dr. V. reiterated importance of this effort.  Tennis courts need repairs and additional space for competition. Facilities are, in some cases, unsatisfactory.  The $150K grant, funded by Senator Greg Ball, will underwrite the work that will begin after the plan is formulated. When Haldane later addresses other facilities areas, it will also consider the auditorium. Dr. V. noted that all of these facility issues will be addressed in a cost-effective way, as EPC was.
Scott Many:
· Mr. Many proposes to bring speaker Matt Bellace to Haldane in April 2012 to talk to students and parents. Bellace is a professional motivational speaker and comedian with a PhD in psychology who talks to students about the “healthy high.” Known for his effective delivery, his goal is to encourage students to find elation and positivity in other ways. Bellace would give presentations to HS, then MS students (attendance mandatory), and then an evening workshop with parents. Mr. Many has applied to the Haldane School Foundation for a grant to underwrite part of the speaking fee. He noted that some Haldane teens complain that there is “nothing to do in CS.” He hopes that this speaker presentation can be a catalyst for the HS peer leadership group to take on ownership of this issue themselves. He asked PTA to consider co-sponsoring the event, and especially provide assistance with generating parent awareness and attendance.

There was discussion of the nationwide D.A.R.E. program, and the importance of parent involvement in helping kids process these issues – “whole family involvement”. Also utility of offering extra credit and other incentives for students. Mr. Many encourages all parents to come directly to him when he is needed. Renee Curry plays same role for the elementary parents.

Principal Brent Harrington: 
· Attendance policy: Explained that the letters sent to parents regarding attendance are done so in compliance with NY state regulations.
· Everyday Math evening 12/14 6:30 pm: Scheduled in response to concerns, questions, and frustrations from parents. This evening will give parents an overview of curriculum, explain philosophy (spiraling curriculum), and explain how parents can support students in learning. BH, Asst. Principal Julia Sniffen, and Tom Virgadamo (Elementary Math Coordinator) will speak; teachers will not be in attendance. Which concepts and skills are introduced at each grade level; others are taught to mastery. BH reminded the group that Haldane has had great success on regional and state math assessments since adopting the Everyday Math program. Questions and discussion from the group included why Everyday Math is taught only in K-5, when standard math and traditional instructional approach begins in 6th grade; and the value of teaching students that there are a variety of ways to arrive at answers. Dr. Villanti noted that Everyday Math was adopted in response to new state-level standards. PTA will help promote parental awareness and attendance at this event.
· Third-grade cohort: Ratio of boys-girls this year is 4/1 (15 girls in grade of 60 students). Parents with concerns should schedule individual appointments with Mr. Harrington to discuss. Haldane is “unlikely” to plan an all-boys section for 4th grade. Faculty is happy to “think creatively” re: next year – e.g., departmentalizing the day to allow for some single-sex time.
· ATLAS: Implemented as part of the strategic plan’s goal to make curriculum more transparent to parents. This is a curriculum mapping and software program. ELA and Math K-5 are posted with content and skills being addressed. Parents will be able to log on and search.
NEW BUSINESS
Heather Schroder reported on the Bullying Prevention Evening with Putnam DA Levy held on 11/10.
· There was discussion regarding the importance of parental involvement and dialogue at the community level. She explained the signs of bullying and reiterated the panels’ advice on how to talk to other parents about possible bullying in a non-accusatory tone.  The panel communicated that Haldane is invested in creating a safe environment for children. Local law enforcement is ready to help both bullies and victims (no record holding). Judge Reitz emphasized the role of PTA and parents in sharing information. There was discussion of the term “zero tolerance” as applied to bullying. Principal Harrington noted that there are developmentally-appropriate behaviors, especially for younger children, that are not bullying but rather fall on the continuum of acceptable behavior.

There was further discussion of cyber-bullying, which was not addressed at length by the panel. There was general agreement that this subject is of continuing interest to parents and faculty. Thomas Benjamin noted that his company has recently begun a cyber-bullying outreach campaign. He offered his expertise and asked if the PTA will support a cyber-bullying campaign at Haldane. Dr. Villanti mentioned that he has proposed a cyber-bullying addition to Code of Conduct Committee (chaired by HS Principal Brian Alm). He noted the importance of mandated homework requirements that make students and parents work together. Parent education will be critical in the success of any cyber-bullying initiative.

President Danilov reported on upcoming events:
· Tuesday night’s B of E Workshop w/Admin, PTA, HSF, & Booster Club updates on cable channel 22 at 7pm on Thursday nights.
· Next Board of Ed Meeting December 6th at 7pm
· Everyday Math Parent Workshop December 14th at 6:30
· 12/17 Concert by Fine Arts Committee (auditorium) featuring Dar Williams, Gandalf Murphy, and Motherlode will raise $ for new music equipment.
· Next Board of Ed Workshop: December 20th at 7pm

Betsy Matos-Carone reported on plans for the Barnes & Nobles book fair & pajama party on Friday 11/18 from 5-8 PM. Jonathan Kruk kicks off with storytelling, and BH, JS, and Coach D will read to the children at the pajama party. Dave Marzollo will do a treasure hunt. Beginning at 6 pm, café will feature exhibited artwork from Mrs. Cendali’s classes and music performed by students. Board members thanked Betsy for her efforts organizing this event.
Logistical issues
Pres. Danilov reminded parents that they must sign kids in and out of babysitting during meetings.

Fundraising
Additional fundraising updates:
· Amazon affiliate link – Oct. $62.22, Nov – 17; $29.93
· Developing a “We support the PTA” certificate for local businesses to display in recognition of their support. Businesses that make a donation valued at $25 or more will receive a certificate.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Membership: Santa Warren reported that PTA currently has 477 individual members (out of approx. 760 school families). This surpasses last year’s total drive. SW has followed up with class parents and committee reps who weren’t members.

Giving Tree: LD reported on behalf of chair Luz Bailey. Luz is working with Mrs. Betty and Social Services to put together the “wish list” of gifts (indicating age, sex of recipients). PTA will publicize Giving Tree needs by backpack flyers, website, e-blast, and Facebook announcements. Collection bins will be located in elementary and middle-school lobbies. Deadline for gift collection is 12/16.

Garden: Beth Edelson noted that Garden Committee is working on developing garden-based activities and lesson plans to help busy teachers integrate the garden into their curricula.

EcoKids: Laura Danilov reported positive feedback on the fall session.

Technology (BoE Committee): Thomas Benjamin reported that the recent audit showed Haldane on budget for tech and commended the school for its financial management.

· Halloween candy drive – Received thank you card from residents
· HS & the PTA – President Danilov reported on her recent meeting with HS Principal Brian Alm explaining the relationship between the HS and the PTA.  That he meets once a month with HS class parents (PTA) to discuss issues with them and to get feedback.  
· Meeting adjourned at 5:05pm
· Next Public PTA Meeting is Thursday December 15th at 3:30pm
· babysitting is available
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