Haldane PTA
December 15th, 2011
Minutes of Public Meeting

In attendance: Laura Danilov (President), Evelyn Carr (EVP), Beth Edelson (Corr. Secretary), Sherri Nachamkin (Treasurer), Brent Harrington (ES & MS Principal), Laurie Isler (Faculty Rep), Dr. Mark Villanti (Superintendent), Cecily Fluke Hall, Tara Vramos, Carla Peters
____________________________________________________________________________________
President Danilov opened the meeting by reading the PTA mission. 
ADDRESS BY ADMINISTRATION & STAFF
Dr. Villanti:
· Explained his participation in the New York State Council of School Superintendents, which he will head next year as President. He invited PTA leadership to attend the Council’s February session on the impact of tax cuts on NY school districts (and advocating for mandate relief).
· Noted that at the upcoming public fields meeting, to be held on Jan. 23 or 30, the consultant will unveil the plan. The game field on the Haldane campus will be designated for community-wide purposes (youth soccer, Pop Warner football, etc.) and is intended for daily use. Sustainability is a major consideration in budget planning, so Haldane is looking at corporate sponsorship from companies such as Pepsico.
· Reminder that the benefit concert for the arts is on Saturday.
· Thank you to Brent Harrington, Julia Sniffen, and Tom Virgadamo for last night’s Everyday Math presentation, which was a real service for the parents.
· Noted that the PTA president is now invited to give monthly reports to the Board of Education. In March, the BoE’s workshop will present the iPad pilot program. Dr. Villanti invited all parents to attend.
· ATLAS is now online, but many parents may not understand its utility or significance. Perhaps the PTA can ask Brent and/or Julia to present ATLAS at a future meeting to help parents become more familiar.

Principal Harrington:
· Thanks to parents for attending the Everyday Math session, which had a good turnout. He enjoyed the chance to share the teachers’ hard work with parents, and thanked Ms. Sniffen and Mr. Virgadamo for putting together the workshop. Parents who were unable to attend can view the presentation on the school website. He noted that Haldane is committed to this curriculum for now. BH hopes to hold similar evenings in future to focus on other areas, such as English Language Arts (that workshop would focus on reading instruction, new access to reading software at home, etc.) - most likely in fall 2012. Subsequent workshops may focus on Science 21 or Social Studies curricula. President Danilov thanked all faculty for the evening and suggested that it would might be helpful to repeat the session in a year or two.
· Congratulated the five 7th-grade students who won awards in the Putnam County Historical Society’s Saunders History Essay Contest yesterday.
· Haldane is now piloting a character education/emotional development curriculum in the 4th and 6th grades. School social workers Renee Curry and Carol Story are implementing curriculum this year; it will be teacher-led next year.
OLD BUSINESS (Pres. Danilov)
· The minutes from the November meeting were adopted.	
· All 8 of the Haldane submissions to Reflections made it to Regionals. PTA is hoping to have a salon in late February to display students’ work at the Butterfield Library, as in years past. Seeking a chair for this event (Debbie Haviland and Julia Sniffen will assist). Please spread the word. Dr. Villanti suggested checking with Seamus Carroll for potential volunteers.
NEW BUSINESS (Pres. Danilov)
Upcoming events: 
· HS Winter Concert is tonight 12/15 at 7pm
· Hudson Highlands Holiday Concert is this Saturday 12/17 at 7 pm featuring the Grand Slambovians, MotherLode, the Hudson Highlands Pipe Band & special guest Dar Williams.  Sponsored by the Haldane Fine Arts Committee and the HSF, the event will raise money for the auditorium.  The Lonely plays @ Willie’s afterwards.
· MS Winter Concert is Monday 12/19.
· Next Board of Ed Workshop is Tuesday 12/20 at 7pm. At this meeting the Board will celebrate the Girls Varsity Volleyball Team State Championship.
· Next PTA Meeting is Thursday 1/19 at 3:30
· Following public meeting on Feb. 16th @ 7pm meeting may focus on the school budget, unfunded mandates, mandate relief, and taxes. Speakers may be Dr. Villanti, B of E Pres, Joe Curto, and other members of the Board of Ed. PTA will reach out to local press so this meeting may help raise wider awareness beyond Haldane parents.

Finance Report (Sherrie Nachamkin): 
· Enrichment program is now breaking even.
· Fundraising: $1500 remaining to be raised this year to meet goal. Thanks to Fundraising Chair Karen Kapoor and all others who have worked to achieve our goal. The Barnes & Noble event raised $915.34 ($715.34 sale proceeds + $200 raffle sales). Amazon affiliate link is successful: $423.73 raised to date. LD explained that PTA members can easily install the widget to your desktop to shop for Haldane.
· Upcoming winter fundraisers are a Family Fun Night tentatively scheduled for Feb. 11th featuring music and dancing, and a Lego Fundraiser tentatively scheduled for January.
· PTA is also looking into an electronics recycling program that would reimburse Haldane for collecting used electronic items (cell phones, etc.) from community.

PTA Committee Updates (Pres. Danilov)
· PTA is considering formation of a Bullying Committee. This is a National PTA recommendation, and responds to significant Haldane interest in this important subject. LD explained that the activities of this committee are still in development, but likely its brief would be to increase parent awareness of bullying issues and disseminate information about parent resources. (Example: a screening and discussion of the documentary “The Bullying Project”.) Dr. Villanti noted that there is also a PTA rep on the Code of Conduct Committee, which establishes standards on bullying.  
· Giving Tree: Happily, PTA has received all requested gifts in advance of tomorrow’s deadline. Great thanks to Luz Bailey for her effective leadership of GT this year.
· Enrichment: With Enrichment Chair Kelly Maglio moving ahead to lead MS Enrichment next year, there are 4 new PTA members working on taking over leadership of ES Enrichment. This group has met and will soon put out a poll to find out what new/existing offerings parents are most interested in. Tara Vramos noted that the promotion and registration process could be improved by giving parents earlier notice of the upcoming semester’s offerings. Sending out information in mid/late September is often too late, and parents are often frustrated by cancellation of listed classes due to under-enrollment. Circulating Enrichment offerings earlier and giving parents updates on registration would help. Pres. Danilov noted that the committee will consider all of these steps. Securing instructors earlier will help. Possible online registration was discussed.
· Nominating Committee is currently in formation. This committee includes 1 Exec. Board Member + 2 general members. Vote in spring. Please contact PTA board if you have interest in serving on this committee. 

Special thanks to Luz Bailey, Kathy Gordineer, and Margaret Parker for generously providing holiday snacks! (Extras were sent to Teachers Lounge for a Friday morning surprise).

Next public meeting is Thurs, Jan. 19th 3:30.
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