Haldane PTA
September 28, 2011
Public Meeting
Mission:  to support the Haldane school by providing the organizational framework for parental involvement, serving as an outlet for creative community input, and offering enriching experiences for our students and their families.
Attendance:  Laura Danilov (President), Evelyn Carr-White (EVP), Heather Schroder (MVP), Karen Kapoor (Fundraising Chair), Sherrie Nachamkin (Treasurer), Beth Edelson (Corresponding Secretary), Kerri Ferri (Recording Secretary), Mr. Harrington (Principal), Dr. Villanti (Superintendant), Joe Curto, Kristin Van Tassel, Betsy Matos Carone, Beth Sigler, Heather Ferreira, Carina Frantz, Catheirne Platt, Linda Bolte, Nanci McDonald, Loris Isler (HFA rep), Dave Merandy,  Lourdes Laifer, Lily Zand, Carla Peters, Julisa Rincon-Tomizawa, Cecile Hall, Ivy Meeropol, Thomas S. Benjamin, Maureen O'Brien Stathos, Robbi Smith,
Finance Report:  
· The book fair raised $2361.77
NEW BUSINESS
Welcome New/Returning Executive Committee Members
· Laura Danilov-President
· Evelyn Carr-White-Elementary VP
· Heather Schroder-Middle School VP
Heather made a short request for information from all middle school parents because she is an elementary parent and would like to get a better idea of MS parent concerns.
· Sherrie Nachamkin-Treasurer
· Beth Edelson-Corresponding Secretary
· Kerri Ferri-Recording Secretary
· Tara Flagler-VP Highschool
Tara was nominated and voted into position at this time
Welcome & Statements from Admin/B of E/Faculty Rep
· Dr. Villanti-Following a  welcome speech to all, Dr. Villanti spoke of 5 events:
1. Bully Prevention Workshop-the panel of speakers has been increased to include 6-7 more speakers from the county including a local judge, it may be videotaped and aired so Dr. Villanti would like a good representation of Haldane, requested prepared questions so as to inspire thoughtful discussion of this important topic
2. IPAD Initiative-a movement to bring technology to the classroom will be discussed in School Board meetings starting in January
3. Installation of plaque to commemorate Mrs. Davis-a small ceremony will take place October 7 after dismissal
4. Haldane School Foundations Fall Fundraiser Saturday October 29, 2011 8-11pm at Glynwood-all are encouraged to attend to support our school
5. ATLAS
· Joe Curto-(new President of the Board of Ed) welcomed all and praised the energy and efforts of the PTA and asked for continued collaboration in support of Haldane.  He passed out a sheet about what a Board of Ed member does (from website) and spoke briefly about READ (advocacy program) and the board's work on “unfunded mandate reform”
· Dave Merandy (former President of the Board of Ed)welcomed all and wished the PTA well. He also encouraged parents to watch the school board meetings or DVR/tape them.  They are on channel 22 on Tuesday and Thursday at 7pm.
· Principal Harrington-welcomed all and said that he is continuing to be impressed by this community.  He has visited the elementary classrooms and told a story.  He will put out a newsletter every 4 weeks that will be available on the school website.
· Ms. Lori Isler-(PTA Faculty Rep) Thanked the PTA for the recent picnic and all that the PTA does to support the teachers and students of Haldane
Calendar of Events Update
· Enrichment registration past Friday, classes begin 10/3
· Eco Kids registration also extended past Friday, begins 10/6 for 1-2 & 10/5 for 3-5th
· Haldane Sustainable Garden & Farm to School Program w/ Cold Spring Film Society present free screening of “What's on Your Plate?”  Bring picnic and blanket.  Picnic 6pm and movie 7pm.
· Our next PTA meeting will be held on Thursday October 20th at 7pm.  We will be discussing the yearly budget and asking for feedback from members.  What would you like to see from the PTA?
· Bullying Prevention Evening w/Putnam DA Levy (and others) and November 10th, 7pm in music room
· Will have the Barnes & Nobles book fair & pajama party on November 18th
· Next Board of Ed Meeting October 4 at 7pm
· HSF Fundraiser-October 29th
Logistical Issues
· Membership update-total membership 444
· Enrichment Update-drama, guitar, french & fitness are a go.  Spanish with Windels is proceeding but is being cut to 60 min instead of 90 min because of class size (5 students), extended registration for Mr. Daugherty's sports class to the end of the week, intro to spanish and chess are canceled due to low enrollment
· EcoKids Update-enrollment is grades 1-2; 9 kids, 3 spots open and grades 3-5; 4 kids, 8 spots open
· Enrichment insurance issue-we are working to implement having 2 adults in the room starting in the spring
· Enrichment needs a new chair
· Babysitting-insurance, needs 2 adults in the room so that is why we are having 2 committee members sit in the doorway, plus sign kids in and out
Fundraising
· Vote to make Welcome-Back Picnic a Committee was unanimous
· Upcoming fundraising events-bulbs, coupon book, Barnes & Noble, Winter dance party, ideas for lego fundraiser, and Mother's and Father's Day
PTA Committee Updates
· Appoint/Re-appoint Committee Chairs for 2011
Scholastic Book Fair-Nanci McDonald,
Enrichment-Kelly Magglio
Garden-Beth Sigler/Melissa Angier
Fundraising-Karen Kapoor
Membership-Santa Warren
Board of Ed Reporting Committee-Julia Famularo
Barnes & Noble Book Fair-Betsy Matos
Class Parent-Kelly Magglio/Catherine Platt
Communications and Eblast-Beth Edelson
Directory-Sherrie Nachamkin/Chrissy Bernstein
Mother's Day-Laura Fina
Outdoor Marquee & Flyers-Jennifer Sandlund
Website-Evelyn Carr-White
Audit-Therese Olsen, Maureen O'Brien Stathos, Kristin Van Tassel (appointed by executive committee)
Eco Kids-Sarah Gurland
Father's Day-Johanna Reinhardt
Get Out the Vote-Judy Farrell
Heartfelt-Lucia Grandetti
Hospitality-Noreen Fee
Staff Appreciation-Heather Ferreira
Laminating-Mary Dwyer & Jane O'Malley
Giving Tree-OPEN
Nominating Committee-OPEN (will not form until April)
· Committee Updates
Scholastic Book Fair-Linda Volpe training to replace Nanci McDonald
Garden-hoping to get 1 garden parent from each class, currently have 10 garden parent volunteers, working towards getting the garden certified as a wildlife garden, 2nd graders have made large cucumber crop into pickles, 3rd grade has planted a butterfly garden, there is money available for projects if anyone has an idea
Directory-being done with the help of proofreaders and will be available mid to end of October
Differences Day-motion passed to disband this committee as it is no longer needed
Reflections Commitee-there has been further discussion about how to make it work and an idea to get the Fine Arts Committee involved.  Dr. Villanti says 6-12 kids a year have participated in past (working mostly independently) and it recognizes kids who may have talent.  Local Artists are willing to mentor students & may work with them for Reflections as well.  This years' theme is “Diversity is...”
Administrative Committee Appointments/Updates
· ESIT-Carla Peters-parent rep/Catherine Platt-parent rep
Working on PR for “everyday math” program by setting up parent workshops (Principal Harrington)
· MSIT-Julia Famularo/Patricia Junjulus is parent rep
Board of Ed Committee Appontments/Updates
· Audit-Roman Danilov
· Code of Conduct-Christine Rubino (HS), still looking for ES & MS
Currently discussing whether there should be a separate policy for social networking and cyberbullying
· Safety-Elissa Larocco (MS), Robbi Smith & Heather Schroder (ES), still looking for HS
· Technology-George Brady, Peter Henderson, Thomas Benjamin
· Wellness-Tara Flagler (HS), Sandy McElvey (ES), still looking for MS
Also continuing on wellness:  Robbi Smith, Lisa Scicluna & Heather Schroder
Other
· Fine Arts-Candace Cole, Andrea Latvis, Grace Byrne, Gordon Casement
this is a Board of Ed appointed committee that is working on its by-laws in order to become it’s own booster, meeting tonight 6:30pm at The Butterfield Library
· PTA does have a Facebook page
Demonstration of Website
Evelyn gave a visual demonstration of the new and improved website, 1 feature is that the calendar can update to IPADs etc..., she asked that everybody use the site and email her any suggestions as it will be on ongoing project to keep it useful and current
The next public PTA Meeting will be Thursday October 20th at 7pm
Meeting adjourned at 5pm
